Failing a course requires planning and commitment.

If that’s your goal, this information will help you get started.

below are answers to some of the most common course failure faqs.
1. How can I be certain I'm always unprepared for the course?
a. Don't form a study group. Why plan ahead and divide up work you aren't going to do anyway?
b. Don't read anything, especially any assigned chapters in the textbook (or any place else).

c. Don't even think about taking notes. If unable to avoid discussion, waste time with details from a recent sitcom, music video, movie or etc. - the more unrelated the better.
d. Brag to classmates - loudly and often - that you are totally unprepared. Make it a point of pride!

e. You have one real advantage on your side. Everything you need to know to pass the course is in the syllabus. By ignoring only that one document you can almost guarantee total catastrophic failure.
2. How do I avoid all participation in the course even when I’m physically in the room?
a. Be completely disengaged. Text-messaging or personal grooming always makes the point. (See #3b below regarding electronic devices.)
b. Be disinterested. Flamboyant yawning and eye rolling are perennial favorites.
c. When the professor asks for comments just stare at your book. This works best when there is no visible evidence of your having ever opened the book.

d. Use course time to catch up on sleep. Even short catnaps help keep participation at a minimum.

e. Practice mumbling “I don’t know” until it’s an automatic response to every question you’re asked. (This won’t take nearly as much work as you might fear.)

3. What are some good ways to create maximum disruption during the course?
a. Arrive late. For greater impact walk up to the professor and ask if there have been any handouts so far or if he/she has “done anything important.” If you’re very late, make sure to ask if the course is going to end early.
b. Ignore all course rules regarding electronic devices. Choose the most obnoxious ring tones possible for your cell and make prior arrangements for someone to call you at specific times. (If you find a good deal, you might consider buying a second cell and bringing both.)

c. Leave class on a regular basis for any pretext you can think of – use the restroom, get a drink, etc.

d. Pack your belongings early and loudly and make a show of leaving before the end.
e. Walk in front of the professor whenever entering or leaving the room.
f. Make rude noises during videos and rude facial expressions during classmates’ participation.
4. There’s no reason to waste time and effort. Are there things I can do to disrespect everyone in the course at once? 
a. Hold private conversations during lectures or discussions. Enlist a friend’s help if necessary but you’ll get better results if you involve classmates who are trying to pay attention.
b. Make a show of bringing and setting up your laptop.

i. Wait until after the course is under way to boot up.
ii. Angle the screen so as to make it visible to a large number of classmates.

iii. In between naps, play games and visit websites that are as distracting as possible.

c. Eat in front of everyone. (A full stomach will help you get sleepy … see #2d above.)
d. Smirk while making infantile comments. Sexual innuendo is particularly effective.
e. Insult fellow classmates using obscene language repetitiously and in a loud voice. One note: be cautious about insulting classmates much larger and/or stronger than you.

5. How do I show everyone who has the real power in the course?
a. Refuse to ask for help.
b. Refuse to follow instructions or complete assignments on time, especially the final exam.
c. Demand special treatment and threaten charges of unprofessional behavior if you don’t get it.
d. Take the position that DVDs and gaming are essential … sleep, maturity and grades are just boring.
e. Remind everyone that you are important and this blanking professor / course / college / etc isn't. Once everyone knows who’s in charge, stop attending the course without telling anyone. That’ll really show them!

6. I’ve got failure mastered by now. What if I want to try for something bigger?
If your real goal is more ambitious than simply a failing grade - perhaps expulsion or some quality time in court - frequently display behaviors that are likely to instill fear in others. The more threatening and aggressive your behavior is the better. You can always tell them later that you were only kidding.
