DETERMINATION OF SOIL MOISTURE CONTENT
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Soil Moisture Level

‘_}Iaw Soil Feels and Looks.

Coarse {sand)

» Light (loamy szmd %smdy

ioam)

- Medium (fine sandy

logm, silt igam}

Heavy (clay loam, clay)

No available soil
moisture, Plants wilt,
Lerigation required.
{First Range)

Dy, loose, single grained,
flows through fingers. No
stain or smear on fingers.

Diry, loose, clods easily
crushed and flows through
fingers. No stain or smear

on fmgem

Crumbly, dry, powdery,
barely maintains shape.
Clods break down easily.
May leave slight smear or
stain when wm ked with

hands or

Hard, firm baked, cracked.
UbUZl“V too sHff or tough to
work or ribbon* by squeez-
ing between thumb or

[forefinger. May leave
 slight smear or stain.

Moisture is available,
but level is low, °
brrigation needed.
(Second Range)

Appéars dry, will not retain
~shape when squeczed in

hand el

Appears dry; me

makea
cast when sqx‘ in’

Cwithin 0biri0u§~n~zoxsture.

Pliable, forms a ball ; vibbons
butusually breaks or is

“crumbly. May Jeave slight

staln or smear,

le:

frr igation aot yet
needed,
(Third Range)

Coloris dark with obvious
mwisture, Soil may stick

together in very weak cast’

or ball.

cast Lmder ;imessu e,
Slight finger stain but no
vibbon when squieezed
bt‘twcen thumb 2 nd
forefinger.

Coloris dérkff&im obvious
Smoisture. Forms a ball.
Works easily, clods are soft

with mellow feel, Stains

finger and has slick feel

hcn squeezed,

Color is dark with obvious
moisture. Forms good ball,
Ribens easily, has slick
feel. Leaves stain on fingers..

Soil moisture level

following an irrigation,

(Fourth Range)

Appears and feels moist.
Color is dark. May form
weak cast or ball. Leaves
wet outline or slight smear
on hand.

Appears and feels moist,

Color i§ dark. Forms cast
or ball. Will not ribbon but
shows smear or stain and
leaves wet outling on hand.

Appear

and feels moist,
Color is dark. Has a smonth
mellow feel, Forms ball and
ribbons when squeezed,
Stains and smears. Leaves
wetb outline on hand,

Color is dark. Appears
moist; may feel sticky.
Ribbons out easily; smears
and staing hand; leaves wet
outling, Forms good ball,

* Ribbon is formed by squeezing and Workmg, 501l betwwn thumb and fordmy:
“Cast or ball is formed by squeezing soil in hand,
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