FIELD WORK PROTOCOLS

· Before starting any field work, it is important that you know:

· what techniques you will be using,

· where you will be
· how to carry out each technique and

· how to record the data.

· Always check your equipment before you go.

· Always clean your equipment when you return.

· When working in a group, designate one person as the recorder. The recorder directs the others by telling them what to measure and keeping watch on procedures. The recorder is also responsible for accurately recording the data in the appropriate places on the datasheets.

· The study site is not your home. It's home to the plants and animals who are part of that habitat. You are a guest so remember to treat the site and its inhabitants with respect.
· Carry on conversations in a much quieter tone of voice than normal. If you want to talk to someone get their attention by walking over to them, not by raising your voice.
· Leave your music and your trash in your car.

· Don’t kick, push, poke or prod anything.

· If something is in your way, don’t move it. Go around it.

· Do not disturb rocks, logs, deadfall or etc unless it is part of your research. In that case, carefully note its original position and then return it to that position when you are finished.
· Do not wander off too far on your own.

· Pay constant attention to your surroundings – what you are stepping on, what’s above you and in front of you, the direction in which you are moving, how far you’ve gone, any sounds around you and etc.
· During and after sample collection, keep hands away from eye and mouth areas. Always wash hands with soap and clean water after sampling. Never eat after sampling until you’ve washed your hands.

· When doing lake or stream studies:

· Avoid disturbing banks or shallow waters.

· Avoid wading in streams or lakes.
· Wet hands with sample water before handling fish and invertebrates.
· It is never wise to work alone around water.
· I don’t think we’ll have any problems at all but – like it or not – you and I are unexpected and unwelcomed intruders. Don’t be surprised if one of the locals, caught unawares, displays his best aggressive behavior to let you know you’re trespassing. If you show due respect by backing slowly out of his area, it’s unlikely you’ll have problems.

