LOOKING AT TEXAS WATER
RIVER BASINS
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Texas has 15 major river basins and is second only to Minnesota in total surface miles of inland waterways.
1. Canadian
6. Neches
11. Lavaca
2. Red

7. Trinity
12. Guadalupe
3. Sulphur
8. San Jacinto
13. San Antonio
4. Cypress
9. Brazos
14. Nueces
5. Sabine
10. Colorado
15. Rio Grande

AQUIFERS
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Generic Cross-section of an Aquifer
The Edwards Aquifer is intensely faulted and fractured carbonate limestone that lies within the Balcones fault zone. The dynamics and size of this geologic anomaly make it one of the most unique aquifers in the nation due to its storage capacity, flow characteristics, water producing capabilities and efficient recharging ability.
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Not drawn to scale
The Edwards aquifer and its catchment area in the San Antonio region is about 8,000 square miles and includes all or part of 13 counties in south-central Texas. The recharge and artesian areas of the Edwards aquifer underlie the six counties south and east of the Balconces fault escarpment. The aquifer underlies approximately 3,600 square miles, is about 180 miles long from west to east and varies from 5 to 30 miles wide. The Edwards aquifer receives most of its water from the drainage basins located on the Edwards Plateau. The catchment area, about 4,400 square miles, contains the drainage basins of the streams that recharge the Edwards aquifer.
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