
East Asia 

There's always something behind the wall in China. 

Jenny Shipley 



Setting the Boundaries 

Japan, North and South Korea, and Taiwan share cultural 
similarities with the eastern part of China.  The western part of 
China, however, does not fit this region as well. 

Historically, the region has had a unified culture but it is 
politically and ideologically divided. 

East Asia is the world’s most populous region, while China is 
the most populous state (1.4 billion) and has the oldest 
continuous national culture. (India is expected to pass China in 
total population in the next decade.) 



Setting the Boundaries 

China and Japan have been rivals from time to time over the 
centuries, as have North and South Korea. 

East Asia has experienced colonization, and has seen both 
internal and international conflict. 

Japan is extremely wealthy, but poverty can be found in parts 
of the region. 

East Asia is a core area of the world economy and an emerging 
center of political power 



Setting the Boundaries 

People’s Republic of China 
Japan 
Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea (North Korea) 
Republic of Korea (South Korea) 

Taiwan (Republic of China, not 
recognized as a sovereign state) 
Special Administrative Regions of 
the People's Republic of China: 

Hong Kong 
Macao 



Physical Setting: Resource Pressures in a 
Crowded Land 

China, Europe and the US share a similar size and latitude. 

The northernmost point of China is as far north as Hudson Bay, 
Canada, while the southernmost tip of Hainan Island is below 
Cancun, Mexico. 

From east to west China stretches from the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence to California. It takes most of the Gulf of Mexico and 
the continental shelf off the eastern seaboard to round out 
China‘s landmass. 

geologically active 

volcanoes 

earthquakes  

an outline of China is 
superimposed on a map of North 

America at the same latitude   



The Fujian Coast of China 
(southeast China) 

drought in northern China Gobi Desert 

Loess Plateau 

North China Plain 

Beijing 

Physical Setting: Resource Pressures in a 
Crowded Land 

China’s Physical Environments 

Southern China: rugged mountains and hills 
interspersed with lowland basins ... one of 
the least accessible and topographically 
forbidding parts of the world 

Northern China: 

Gobi Desert 

North China Plain 

Loess Plateau 



Physical Setting: Resource Pressures in a 
Crowded Land 

Japan’s Physical Environments 

subtropical to subarctic: climate 
variations in the east and west 

85% of Japan is mountainous. 

one of most geologically 
active states in the world due 
to the nearby convergence of 
4 plate boundaries 

a history of forest conservation 

Limited alluvial plains used for 
intensive agriculture. 

heavy snow 
in Japan’s mountains 



Physical Setting: Resource Pressures in a 
Crowded Land 

Korean Physical Environments 

well-defined peninsula 

mountainous states with scattered alluvial 
basins 

South Korea has better farmlands than North 
Korea. 

The uplands of North Korea have been 
heavily deforested. 

South Korea has seen extensive reforestation. 



Physical Setting: Resource Pressures in a 
Crowded Land 

Taiwan’s Physical Environments 

an island about the size of Maryland 

Central and eastern regions are rugged and mountainous. 

geologically active 

west dominated by an alluvial plain 

mild winter climate 

still has extensive forests 



Physical Setting: Resource Pressures in a 
Crowded Land 



Physical Setting: Resource Pressures in a 
Crowded Land 

Hong Kong’s Physical Environments 

Hong Kong Island, Kowloon Peninsula and the New 
Territories (260 territorial islands and peninsulas) 

hilly to mountainous with steep slopes ... lowlands in  
northwestern part of New Territories 

significant amount of land is reclaimed land: the process of 
creating new land from ocean, riverbeds or lake beds 

Victoria Harbour: narrow body of water separating Hong 
Kong Island and Kowloon Peninsula, one of the deepest 
natural maritime ports in the world 



Physical Setting: Resource Pressures in a 
Crowded Land 

Macau’s Physical Environments 

the Macau Peninsula and the islands of Taipa and Coloane 
... originally small granite hills surrounded by limited areas 
of flatland used for agriculture ... now has generally flat 
terrain resulting from extensive land reclamation ... original 
natural vegetation was evergreen tropical forest before 
stripped for firewood and construction 

Macau was once an island but gradually a connecting 
sandbar turned into a narrow isthmus. Land 
reclamation in the 17th century made Macau into a 
peninsula. 

 Land reclamation has accelerated since the beginning 
of this century, especially on Taipa and Coloane. 



Physical Setting: East Asia‘s Climate 

large area of 
region gives it 
large regional 

climatic 
variability, 

similar latitude 
extent as US 



Physical Setting: Environmental  Issues in  East 
Asia  

Environmental Issues in China 

Flooding in Northern China 

Northern China Plain has long been plagued with floods and 
droughts along Huang He (Yellow River). 

huge sediment load: the world’s muddiest river ... called the 
River of China’s Sorrow 

Erosion on the Loess Plateau 

Huang He’s sediment burden comes from the Loess Plateau. 

loess: a fine, wind-blown glacially deposited material, fertile 
but vulnerable to erosion when plowed  

Loess Plateau is one of the poorest parts of China. 
sustainable development on 

the Loess Plateau  

discharge on the 
Yellow River 



Physical Setting: Environmental  Issues in  East 
Asia  

China: Three Gorges Dam 

China’s Yangtze River is an important resource (3rd largest river - 
by volume - in the world). 

Historically, it has been the main transportation corridor to the 
interior of China. 

Famous in Chinese literature for its beauty and power. 

The Three Gorges Dam Controversy 

world’s largest hydroelectric dam ... came online in 2012 

purpose: generate electricity, increase the Yangtze River's 
shipping capacity and reduce the potential for flooding of 
downstream cities, farmlands and industries by providing 
flood storage space 

Three Gorges of Yangtze 



Physical Setting: Environmental  Issues in  East 
Asia  

China: Three Gorges Dam 

problems: 

flooded archaeological and cultural sites 

displaced some 1.3 million people 

causing significant ecological changes including increased 
landslides 

threatens animal species: area extremely biodiverse – many 
species endangered – and the changes in habitat caused by 
the dam likely mean extinction for most 

the 1 billion tons of wastewater released annually into the 
Yangtze now remains in the new reservoir rather than being 
swept away 

millions of tons of sediment (from erosion) deposited in the 
Yangtze annually  



Physical Setting: Environmental  Issues in  East 
Asia  

China: Three Gorges Dam 

on the plus side: 

substantially reduces coal consumption and the pollution and 
emissions generated by its use 

Attempting to reduce the erosion and floods, a huge 
reforestation effort is underway that will add thousands of 
km2 of forest if completed. 

Panorama of the Three Gorges Dam 



Physical Setting: Environmental  Issues in  East 
Asia  

Environmental Issues in China 

Forests and Deforestation 

little conservation of forests in China (much more in Japan) 

reforestation programs not very successful 

China may need to import wood products for development. 

Growing Pollution 

China’s development is causing water pollution, toxic waste 
dumping and air pollution from the burning of high sulfur coal. 

Concerns about transboundary pollution (originates in one state but 
is able to cause damage in another state's environment by crossing 
borders through pathways like water or air) spurred the creation of 
a joint commission among China, Japan and South Korea to address 
environmental problems. 

air pollution in China denuded hill slopes in China 



Environmental Issues in Japan 

relatively clean 

strict environmental laws 

waste management: one of the biggest environmental issues in 
Japan because of its limited space 

pollution exporting: can be done directly (shipping away pollution to 
another state to dispose of it) or indirectly (building polluting 
factories in other states) 

Japan, South Korea and Taiwan have implemented stringent pollution 
controls and established pollution-generating industries outside of 
their states to reduce pollution in-country. 

Physical Setting: Environmental  Issues in  East 
Asia  

Japanese waste management 



Environmental Issues in Korea 

deforestation and erosion 

water pollution from sewer discharge and industrial effluents 

acid rain: rainfall made sufficiently acidic by atmospheric 
pollution that it causes environmental harm to forests and lakes 

drift net fishing: technique where nets hang vertically in the 
water with floats attached along the tops and weights attached 
along the bottoms ... Many non-target species perish as by-
catch in the cast of each drift net and are now endangered. 

South Korea is the second-largest consumer of ozone-
depleting chlorofluorocarbons. 

Physical Setting: Environmental  Issues in  East 
Asia  



Environmental Issues in Taiwan 

Air pollution is severe in Taiwan's major cities due to 
manufacturing activities and vehicle emissions, particularly 
exhaust from automobiles using leaded gasoline. 

Deforestation is a growing concern because mountain hillsides 
are being cleared for commercial crops. 

Hunting wild animals for their organs (used to make traditional 
Chinese medicines) is threatening wildlife.  

Physical Setting: Environmental  Issues in  East 
Asia  



Environmental Issues in Hong Kong and Macau 

air and water pollution from rapid urbanization 

extinction of native species: 61 pink dolphins left, monitor 
lizards “critically endangered or extinct,” several fish species 
“close to extinction,” others 

introduction of exotic/introduced species: pinewood nematode, 
pine-needle scale insect, myna bird, pigeon, lantana, bullfrog, 
macaque, chinaberry, fire ant, parakeet, others 

wall effect: caused by uniform high-rise developments which 
adversely impact air circulation 

deforestation 

Physical Setting: Environmental  Issues in  East 
Asia  

Hong Kong  



Physical Setting: Environmental  Issues in  East 
Asia  



Population and Settlement: Urbanization 
Settlement Patterns 

Urbanization in China 

China population: 1.382 billion, 381/mi2 and only 57% urban 

Chinese Cities 

oldest cities fortified ... houses built around courtyards, 
narrow alleyways 

Colonial period changed urban form and emphasized 
coastal cities. 

Beijing (21.7 million): capital during the Manchu period 
(1644–1912), has capped population at 23 million and will 
begin deportations when cap is reached 



Population and Settlement: A Realm of 
Crowded Lowland Basins 

Early urbanization 
historically, but the 

region was 
overwhelmingly 

rural until the end of 
World War II. 



Population and Settlement: Urbanization 
Settlement Patterns 

Urbanization in Japan 

urban state ... 126.3 million people with most crowded in 
mainland industrial belt, population density 897/mi2, 93.7% 

Japan displays a pattern of superconurbation: similar to 
megalopolis, a huge zone of coalesced metropolitan areas 

Japan’s largest metro area: Tokyo-Osaka-Nagoya, 65% of 
Japan’s people 

Tokyo Apartments 



Population and Settlement: Urbanization 
Settlement Patterns 

Urbanization in Korea 

South Korea an urban state 

South Korea noted for urban primacy: the concentration of 
urban population in a single city 

South Korea densely populated: 50.5 million, 1,345/mi2, 82% 
urban 

North Korea less densely populated: 25.3 million, 544/mi2, 61% 
urban 

Contemporary Seoul 



Population and Settlement: Urbanization 
Settlement Patterns 

Urbanization in Taiwan 

urban state 

among most densely settled, 23.4 million, 1,711/mi2, 77% 
urban 

most densely populated state in East Asia 

almost entire population concentrated in narrow lowland belt 
in north and west 



Population and Settlement: Urbanization 
Settlement Patterns 

Urbanization in Hong Kong 

7.3 million population on 426 sq mi (including reclaimed), 
18,121/mi2, 100% urban 

principal urban areas on Hong Kong Island and the Kowloon 
Peninsula, where roughly half of the total population lives 

Urbanization in Macau 

almost entire population classed as urban 

597,000 population on under 9 sq mi (including reclaimed), 
51,724/mi2, 99.5% urban ... most densely populated area in 
the world  Macau’s Inner Harbor 

Macau’s Old City 



Population and Settlement: Agricultural 
Patterns 

China 

largely rural with two main agricultural regions 

south: rice 

north: wheat, millet, sorghum 

North China Plain: one of the world’s most thoroughly 
anthropogenic landscapes (landscape that has been heavily 
transformed by human activities) 

Manchuria thoroughly settled, Loess Plateau thinly settled 

Movement of Chinese people from the countryside to urban 
areas is one of the largest population transfers the world has 
ever seen ... Shanghai, Beijing, Hong Kong 

loess settlement 



Population and Settlement: Agricultural 
Patterns 

Japan 

agriculture lands: located mostly in coastal plains and interior 
basins 

Agriculture must share the limited lowlands with cities and 
suburbs. 

extremely intensive farming practices 

Rice is extremely important. 

Japanese urban farms 
Intensive farming 



Population and Settlement: Agricultural 
Patterns 

Taiwan 

mostly urban in the lowlands near the western coast of the 
island 

Taiwanese aborigines comprise approximately 2% of the 
population and now mostly live in the mountainous eastern 
part of the island. 

Camphor extraction and sugarcane refining for exportation has 
declined in favor of specialty crops. 

Rice and fisheries have declined as demand for imported food 
has grown. 



Population and Settlement: Agricultural 
Patterns 

Korea 

densely populated but more so in south 

South Korean agriculture: rice 

North Korean agriculture: corn and other upland crops that do 
not require irrigation 

While the two states are close in proximity, their environments 
are worlds apart. The south has fertile flood plains, rolling hills 
and lots of good fishing ... the north has desert, mountains and 
very little agricultural land. 

South Korea 



Population and Settlement: Population 
Indicators 



Population and Settlement: Global Context 

importer states 

Japan: meat, feed, soybeans, wheat, ocean fishing, wood 
products, oil, coal, minerals ... one of the world’s largest 
food importers but is self-sufficient in rice 

South Korea: food and forestry resources 

China: imported food since the 1990s ... China’s demand for 
resources is re-ordering global trade patterns. 

China: invest heavily in infrastructure, farming and mining 
projects in Africa, Latin America and elsewhere  

conversion of forest to 
farmland in China 

Chinese overseas  
investments 



Cultural Coherence and Diversity: Unifying 
Cultural Characteristics 

The region shares certain historically rooted ways of life and 
systems of ideas that can be traced back to ancient Chinese 
civilization over 4,000 years ago. 

The Chinese Writing System 

ideographic writing: form of writing using symbols 
(ideograph or character) to represent whole words or ideas, 
rather than a sound (phonics) 

disadvantage: large number of characters to learn 

advantage: speakers of different languages can use same 
writing system 



Cultural Coherence and Diversity: Unifying 
Cultural Characteristics 

Korea: In 1400s, implemented their own alphabet 

Japan: more complex writing system 

kanji: characters borrowed from Chinese writing system 

hiragana: Japanese system in which symbol represents a 
syllable (combination vowel and consonant sound, like RA 
or MI or KO) 

katakana: for spelling words of foreign origin 

Japanese writing 



Cultural Coherence and Diversity: Unifying 
Cultural Characteristics 

The Confucian Legacy 

Confucianism: the philosophy developed by Confucius has a 
strong influence on the region 

greater influence in China and Korea than in Japan 

dates from 6th Century BCE, fosters social stability 

obedience to authority, authority figures must act in a 
caring manner, education important 



Cultural Coherence and Diversity: Unifying 
Cultural Characteristics 

Modern Role of Confucian Ideas 

In the early 1900s, lagging development in East Asia raised 
questions about the value of Confucian ideas. 

Today, economic growth suggests that Confucian support 
for education and social stability are an advantage. 

The variable development in the region points to a middle 
ground. 

Still, at its heart, China is a Confucian society. 



Cultural Coherence and Diversity: Unifying 
Cultural Characteristics 

Confucianism, arguably the most influential philosophy which has 
permeated Chinese society since 500 BCE, can be described by the 

following characteristics: persistence, self-discipline, fatalism, 
humility, avoidance of shame; familial piety; respect for tradition, 
authority and social hierarchy; reciprocity of favors; subordination 

of one’s personal or private concerns; male dominance; duty; 
obligation; and valuing education. These attributes saturate 

Chinese society and business culture. 



Cultural Coherence and Diversity: Religious 
Unity and Diversity 

Mahayana Buddhism 

Diffused to China from India by 2nd century CE.  

widespread throughout the region 

Stresses the quest to escape an endless cycle of rebirths 
and reach union with the cosmos. 

nonexclusive: allows followers to practice other religions 



Cultural Coherence and Diversity: Religious 
Unity and Diversity 

Shinto 

Closely bound to the idea of Japanese nationality. 

Subtle set of beliefs about the harmony of nature and its 
connections with human existence. 

place- and nature-centered religion 

Taoism 

rooted in nature worship, stresses spiritual harmony 

related to geomancy: Chinese and Korean practice of 
designing buildings in accordance with spiritual powers that 
flow through the local topography, feng shui  

Japan’s Ise Grand Shrine 



Cultural Coherence and Diversity: Religious 
Unity and Diversity 

Minority Religions 

Christianity: less than 1% in China and Japan but 1% equals 
millions ... about 6 million in Korea, mostly Protestants 

Islam: several tens of millions of Muslims in China 

Secularism 

Confucianism and Marxism support secularism. 

East Asia is one of the most secular regions in the world. 

Buddhist temple in 
Yunnan Province, China 



Cultural Coherence and Diversity: Linguistic and 
Ethnic Diversity 



Cultural Coherence and Diversity: Linguistic and 
Ethnic Diversity 

the Han Chinese 

complex, heterogeneous, even in China proper (eastern 
half) ... Han majority 

Han languages (Sinitic): Mandarin, Cantonese (Yue), 
Fujianese, Shanghaiese (Wu)  

tonal (changed tone, changes meaning) and monosyllabic 
(one syllable) languages 

language groups in 
Yunnan, China 



Cultural Coherence and Diversity: Linguistic and 
Ethnic Diversity 

The Non-Han Peoples 

Internal ethnic tensions are growing in China. 

Many remote upland districts are inhabited by non-Han 
people. 

tribal: people who have a traditional social order based on 
autonomous village communities 

Manchus in remote portions of Manchuria, other non-Hans 
in the far south autonomous regions (designed to allow 
non-Han peoples to experience “socialist modernization” at 
a different pace from the rest of China) 

tribal villages in south China  



Cultural Coherence and Diversity: Linguistic and 
Ethnic Diversity 

Japan 

one of the world’s most homogeneous peoples 

Japanese is not related to any other language. 

possible connections to Korean or the Altaic languages 

few thousand Ainu indigenous people in the north but 
otherwise a homogenous society 

Ainu in Japan 



Cultural Coherence and Diversity: Linguistic and 
Ethnic Diversity 

Minority Groups in Japan 

several Japanese dialects (most distinct on Ryukyu Islands) 

Koreans, Chinese and South Asians in Japan face 
discrimination. 

Ainu (indigenous group) 

other immigrants came to Japan beginning in 1980s 

Chinese, southern Asians in construction 

Philippine immigrants in entertainment, prostitution  

200,000 Brazilians of Japanese ancestry 

Ryukyu Islands 



Cultural Coherence and Diversity: Linguistic and 
Ethnic Diversity 

Korea 

Koreans relatively homogenous ... vast majority 
speak Korean 

diaspora: a scattering of  a particular group of 
people over a vast geographical area (Korean 
diaspora: China, Kazakhstan,  US, Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand) 



Cultural Coherence and Diversity: Linguistic and 
Ethnic Diversity 

Taiwan 

tribal peoples who speak languages related to Indonesian 

Taiwanese and Mandarin speakers, Taiwanese discouraged 

Hong Kong and Macau 

Hong Kong: Chinese and English are both official languages, 
with Chinese more common, immigrants and non-Han 
peoples use own dialects 

Macau: majority Chinese with few Portuguese 
left but both Chinese and Portuguese are official 
languages 

Hong Kong 



Cultural Coherence and Diversity: Global 
Context 

tension between isolation and international involvement 

The Globalized Fringe 

Capitalist states of the region are characterized by vibrant 
cosmopolitan internationalism. 

English a common language, many study in US, England 

culture increasingly a two-way flow 

Japanese products worldwide ... electronics, cars, anime 
(Japanese drawn or computer-generated animation) 



Cultural Coherence and Diversity: Global 
Context 

The Chinese Heartland 

except on southern coast, history of internal orientation 
(more concerned with internal issues than with greater 
world)... Due to its internal orientation, China has become 
one of the world’s largest trade economies and yet, until 
recently, it had little impact on the outside world. 

China began to liberalize, open its doors in the 1970s and 
1980s. 

urban popular culture beginning to emerge 

Korean pop star Se7en 

Chinese theme park 



Geopolitical Framework: The Imperial Legacies 
of China and Japan 

Evolution of China 

Original core was North China Plain and Loess Plateau. 

China unified in 3rd century BCE ... attempted to conquer 
Korea 

Manchu Ch’ing Dynasty 

Manchu Dynasty was in power from 1644 CE to well into 
19th century. 



Geopolitical Framework: The Imperial Legacies 
of China and Japan 

Modern Era 

In the 1800s, China failed to keep pace with technological 
progress and the empire declined. 

British used opium in lieu of silver to buy Chinese goods, 
setting off the Opium Wars and resulting in colonization. 

China was divided into colonial Spheres of Influence. 

Cold War rivalries split East Asia. 

China and the Chinese 

British ship destroying 
Chinese junks during 
Opium War in 1841 

http://www.sinomania.com/facts_about_china/china_is_land.html


Geopolitical Framework: The Imperial Legacies 
of China and Japan 



Geopolitical Framework: The Imperial Legacies 
of China and Japan 

Rise of Japan  

Japan emerged as a unified state in 7th century CE. 

divided several times between 1000 and 1580 CE 

Closing and Opening of Japan 

Tokugawa Shogunate reunited Japan in 1600s, established 
an isolationist policy 

shogun: a military leader who theoretically remains under 
the emperor but who actually holds power 

Meiji Restoration (1868): strengthened government and 
economy 



Geopolitical Framework: The Imperial Legacies 
of China and Japan 

The Japanese Empire 

period of modernization and military building 

war with China, Russia ... annexation of Korea 

war with US occurred after Japanese efforts 
to unite East and Southeast Asia (Greater 
East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere) 

1935 propaganda poster promoting "harmony“ 
and the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere. 

The caption says: "With the help ...” 



Geopolitical Framework: 19th Century 
European Colonialism  

Spheres of Influence (SOI): a spatial 
region over which a state or 

organization has a level of cultural, 
economic, military or political 

exclusivity ... system of spheres of 
influence by which powerful states 

intervene in the affairs of others 
continues to the present ... Many 

areas of the world are considered to 
have inherited culture from a 
previous sphere of influence. 



Geopolitical Framework: Postwar Geopolitics 

The Division of China 

Mao Zedong and the communists vs. the nationalists 

Communists victorious in 1949 ... Nationalists fled to 
Taiwan 

The Chinese Territorial Domain 

occupation of Tibet, Xinjiang and Inner Mongolia 

military presence on Paracel and Spratly Islands 

China reclaimed Hong Kong in 1997, Macau in 1999. 

Chinese soldiers in Tibet 



Geopolitical Framework: Postwar Geopolitics 

Japan’s Revival 

territory reduced to four main islands and Ryukyu 
Archipelago  

The Division of Korea 

divided by US and the Soviet Union after WWII 

Soviet forces were to occupy the area north of the 38th 
parallel N. US troops would occupy the south. 

Sunshine Policy: the foreign policy of South Korea toward 
North Korea from 1998 until 2007. The policy resulted in 
greater political contact between the two states and some 
historic moments in Inter-Korean relations. 



Geopolitical Framework: Sunshine Policy  

The aim of the Sunshine Policy was to soften North Korea's 
attitude toward the South by encouraging interaction and 
economic assistance. It had three basic principles: 

No armed provocation by the North will be tolerated. 

The South will not attempt to absorb the North in any way. 

The South actively seeks cooperation. 

These principles were meant to convey the message that the 
South’s goal was peaceful co-existence rather than regime 
change. 

The South’s method was flexible reciprocity based on Confucian 
values. As the elder brother of the relationship the South would 
provide aid without expecting immediate reciprocation and 
without requesting a specific form of reciprocity. 

funeral of North Korean Leader  
Kim Jong-il in December 2011 



Geopolitical Framework: Sunshine Policy  

Criticisms: 

It’s a mistake to offer assistance to the North without any 
improvement in human rights conditions in return. 

North Koreans are starving not because of a lack of aid but 
because they are deprived of freedom. Giving aid only throws a 
line to the government and prolongs starvation. 

Has led the South to favor the North's interests over those of its 
ally the US, weakening the US-South Korea alliance. 

Has led South Korean politicians to unreasonably mute or censor 
criticism of the North, to ignore the sacrifices of their own 
soldiers and to repeatedly abstain from UN votes condemning the 
North's human rights record so as to avoid upsetting the North. 

Encourages continued provocations and criminal activities by the 
North, actually damaging the chances for improved relations. 



Geopolitical Framework: Sunshine Policy  



Geopolitical Framework: Hong Kong 

In the early 1980s, negotiations between the UK and China 
resulted in the 1984 Sino-British Joint Declaration, which paved 
way for the transfer of sovereignty of Hong Kong in 1997, when it 
became a Special Administrative Region ”with a high degree of 
autonomy.” 

Under the principle of one state, two systems, Hong Kong 
maintains its own executive, legislative and judiciary powers, 
including an independent legal system, public security force, 
monetary system, customs policy and immigration policy. 

Hong Kong develops relations directly with foreign states and 
international organizations in a broad range of appropriate fields. 

The State Council of China is responsible for 
military defense and foreign affairs. 



Geopolitical Framework: Macau  

Originally a Portuguese colony, Macau became a 
Chinese territory "under Portuguese administration.“  

The Joint Declaration on the Question of Macau was signed in 
1987, setting the stage for Macau to be placed completely 
within China's jurisdiction on December 20, 1999, when it 
became a Special Administrative Region (or SAR) of China. 

China agreed that until 2049, Macau will enjoy a “high degree 
of autonomy” in all matters, except foreign and defense.  



Geopolitical Framework: Global Dimension  

After the end of the Cold War, China’s economic growth shifted 
the balance of power in the region. 

Geopolitically, East Asia remains a region characterized by 
strife. 

China continues to increase its military budget. 

world’s largest army 

nuclear weapons 

missile technology 

Human rights remain an issue. 

On the plus side, relations with the US are improving. 



Economic and Social Development: An 
Emerging Core of the Global Economy 

Chinese Development 

post-communist economy: seeking closer connections with 
global economy, experimenting with capitalism 

Industrial Reform 

Special Economic Zones (SEZs) welcome foreign investment. 

Economic growth is around 10%. 

Reforms have resulted in social and regional differentiation. 

most economic benefits in coastal region and Beijing 

interior and north China: little economic expansion, 
Manchuria is a “rust belt” 

China’s 1st SEZ,  
Shenzhen (near Hong Kong) 



Economic and Social Development: An 
Emerging Core of the Global Economy 

differentiation: Although much of the social structure of modern China 
is justified as a means of achieving security and equality, not all groups 
are alike or equal. There are 4 areas of social differentiation in China. 

government vs. non-government employees: Government workers 
have lifetime security, stable and high salaries, pensions and free 
health care. All others - agriculture, small factories, repair shops, 
workshops, services, etc - do not. 

Communist party membership: Members are chosen and are the 
elite of Chinese society. 

urban vs. rural: Urban dwellers have a higher standard of living and 
more choices. Movement from rural to urban status is difficult since 
legal residential mobility is controlled by the state.  

regional distinctions: Since the state controls migration and has 
tended to ignore regional variation, regional differences in income 
and in opportunities remain large. (See next slide.) 



Economic and Social Development: An 
Emerging Core of the Global Economy 

Social and Regional Differentiation in China 

[Remember George Orwell’s Animal Farm? 
“All animals  are equal but some animals  are more equal than others.”] 

You’ll notice that the 
North China Plain is 

the place to live 



Economic and Social Development: An 
Emerging Core of the Global Economy 

Chinese Development 

Hong Kong 

few significant mineral resources or natural resources, 
including potable water 

Manufacturing, once the most important sector of 
the Hong Kong economy, has been overshadowed 
by the vast service sector. 

one of the major financial centers of the Asia-Pacific 
region (foreign-exchange market,  gold bullion, 
banking, etc) due to lack of exchange controls 

Hong Kong International Financial Center  



Economic and Social Development: An 
Emerging Core of the Global Economy 

Chinese Development 

Macau 

some of world's largest casino operators have established 
strong presence along with entertainment ... main resort 
city for East Asia and Chinese around the world 

highly developed, economy fastest growing in the world 
and per capita annual income ranked second in the world 

at least 93% in tertiary sector (gambling, entertainment, 
tourism, financial services) 

Studio City casino in Macau 



Economic and Social Development: An 
Emerging Core of the Global Economy 

Japan’s Economy and Society 

Boom and Bust: set pace for world economy in 1960s-1980s, 
economic slump since 1990s 

Structure of Labor Market: permanent workers vs. nonregular workers 

intertwined corporate economies (hybrid corporate governance 
system intertwined with other economic institutions such as 
banks, etc) 

tight connection between employers and employees 

high cost of living demands high wages 

Despite slump, Japan has world’s 3rd or 4th largest economy 
depending on the measure used. 

Why Japan’s Economy Is Laboring 
automated Japanese  

auto factory  

http://www.wsj.com/articles/why-japans-economy-is-laboring-1459929574
http://www.wsj.com/articles/why-japans-economy-is-laboring-1459929574


Economic and Social Development: An 
Emerging Core of the Global Economy 

The Newly Industrialized States 

The Rise of South Korea 

1960s program of export-led economic growth from cheap 
consumer goods to heavy industry to high-tech 

South Korean companies became increasingly multinational.  

Taiwan and Hong Kong 

higher per capita GDP than South Korea 

government-guided economic development in Taiwan 

Hong Kong has system of laissez-faire: market freedom 

The Hong Kong–Zhuhai–Macau Bridge is an ongoing 
construction project which consists of a series of bridges 
and tunnels crossing the channel that will connect Hong 
Kong, Macau and Zhuhai ... began in 2009, due for 
completion in 2017 



Economic and Social Development: An 
Emerging Core of the Global Economy 



Economic and Social Development: The Global 
Economy 

With the notable exception of North Korea, all East Asian states 
have experienced major economic growth since the end of 
World War II. 

South Korea must manage the transition from low-wage 
exporter to high-wage technological powerhouse. 

Japan coping with its economic challenges 

The economic success of East Asia has been accompanied by 
severe environmental degradation.  

The most important story of the global economy itself over the 
past two decades has probably been the rapid rise of China. 



Economic and Social Development: Social 
Issues 

China Under Communism 

Great Leap Forward: resulted in death of 20 million 

Cultural Revolution (1960s): many sent to re-education 
camps 

Social Conditions in China 

large investments in medical care and education 

regional contrasts in social development, well-being 

The Position of Women 

historically low position in Chinese society: high workforce 
participation, limited power 

Growing gender imbalance has potential to change that. 
(See next slide.) 

Great Leap Forward 



Economic and Social Development: Social 
Issues 

China’s Population Quandary 

1.4 billion people in China means 
strict control of birth rate isn’t 
optional 

one child policy: lowered birth rate 
but had a number of unintended 
consequences (led to gender 
imbalance of 116 males for every 
100 females) 

Fertility varies from province to 
province. 



Economic and Social Development: Social 
Issues 

Living Standards and Social Conditions in Japan 

high cost of living 

low unemployment, health care provided, low crime rates 

literacy high, infant mortality low, life-spans long 

Although East Asia is a very densely populated region, it has 
seen its birth rates plummet in recent decades. Japan is 
now facing population decline, which could become quite 
serious within a few decades. 

Women in Japanese Society 

limited opportunities for career advancement 

marriage and fertility rates in decline 



Economic and Social Development: Social 
Issues 

Contemporary South Korea 

anti-government student-led protests repressed in 
1960s and 1970s ... middle class successfully 
pushed for democratization in late 1980s 

gap between the rich and the poor, social 
polarization, social welfare issues 

low fertility and an aging society 

environmental degradation 

protests in South Korea 



Economic and Social Development: Social 
Issues 

Taiwan 

patriarchal culture  prevails despite anti-discrimination laws 

government has accelerated economic exploitation of the 
mountains, reducing the size of indigenous lands 

government  has dominated most labor unions ... in most 
large workplaces, party members and security agents keep 
a careful eye on the activities of workers 

environmental degradation 

uncertain status within the international community: Both 
the ROC and PRC governments claim that they govern all 
of China (including both the mainland and Taiwan,) but the 
ROC only controls Taiwan and the PRC only controls 
mainland China. The ROC does not have a UN seat. 



Economic and Social Development: Social 
Issues 

Hong Kong 

immigration chief cause of population increase 

increasingly elderly population 

 widening gap between rich and poor with almost no 
welfare-type policies available for latter 

increasing shortage of housing driving up costs 

Tensions with mainland China have been rising over recent 
years due in part to the inward migration to Hong Kong of 
mainland Chinese, as well as their spending and social 
habits. 

Hong Kong skyscrapers 
towering over older housing 



Economic and Social Development: Social 
Issues 

Macau 

second highest life expectancy in the world (80 yrs) 

women have a lower status than men in terms of power, 
wealth and prestige ... more likely to be clerks or unskilled 
workers who are lower paid 

Ethnic groups in Macau are socially separate from one another. 
This includes different groups of Chinese as well due to the 
number of mainland Chinese becoming resident in Macau ... 
lack of cultural integration 

widening gap between rich and poor ... cost of living rising but 
wages at the low end are flat ... Increasingly, employers are 
giving priority to lower-wage immigrant workers 

increasing numbers of high school dropouts (to take jobs), 65% 
of working population without high school education 



Economic and Social Development: 
Development Indicators 



The End 


