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I.
DEVIANCE is variation from a set of norms or shared social expectations.

II.
Traditional Views of Deviance and Deviants

A.
The ABSOLUTIST and MORAL VIEWS, often found in conservative political and religious contexts are that particular behaviors are always deviant (absolutism) and bad (immoral). Deviant people are deviant people by nature.

B.
The MEDICAL and SOCIAL-PATHOLOGICAL VIEWS of deviance assume that deviance is essentially pathological, that deviants are sick people and that society is unhealthy. Deviance and deviants are expressed in terms of health or illness.

C.
The STATISTICAL VIEW assumes that any behavior that is atypical or that varies from the average or the mode is considered deviant. Any variation from a statistical norm is deviant.

III.
The RELATIVISTIC VIEW suggests that deviance can be interpreted only in the sociocultural context in which it occurs.

A.
Variation by Time

B.
Variation by Place

C.
Variation by Situation

D.
Variation by Social Status

IV.
Non-Sociological Theories Explaining Deviance

A.
Biological theories of Deviance argue that particular defects or weaknesses in an individual’s physical constitution produce deviant behaviors.
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a.
ENDOMORPHS

b.
MESOMORPHS

c.
ECTOMORPHS
3.
Recent biological studies have focused on the relationship between an extra Y chromosome (XYY) and physical violence.

B.
Psychological theories of deviance focus on the person who engages in deviant behavior, emphasizing the mind rather than the body.

V.
Sociological Theories Explaining Deviance

A.
Sociological theories attempt to explain deviance by looking at sociocultural processes and organizational structures, although acts and actors are considered as well.

B.
Strain and Anomie Theory

1.
STRAIN THEORIES suggest that the experience of socially induced strain forces people to engage in deviant activities.

2.
ANOMIE THEORY focuses on value conflicts between culturally prescribed goals and socially approved ways of achieving them. Merton identified five modes of individual adaptation to the strain between a society’s culturally prescribed goals and its social structure and institutionalized means of achieving them.
a.
CONFORMITY – person accepts both goals and means
b.
INNOVATION – person accepts goals but rejects means
c.
RITUALISM – person rejects goals but accepts means
d.
RETREATISM – person rejects both goals and means
e.
REBELLION – person withdraws his or her allegiance to a society and seeks to bring in a new social structure
C.
CONFLICT THEORY contends that most societies contain many groups that have different, often conflicting, values and that the strongest groups in a society have the power to define the values of weaker groups as deviant.

D.
SOCIOCULTURAL LEARNING THEORIES suggest that deviant behaviors are learned through essentially the same processes as other behaviors. The theories emphasize the groups to which people belong and the norms prescribed by those groups.

1.
CULTURAL TRANSMISSION THEORY

2.
DIFFERENTIAL ASSOCIATION THEORY
3.
SOCIAL LEARNING THEORY
E.
LABELING THEORY is concerned primarily with how certain behaviors are labeled deviant and how being given such a label influences a person’s behavior. Most labeling theorists are interactionists.

VI.
The Social Consequences of Deviance

A.
Social Functions of Deviance — While traditionally viewed as a sign of social disorganization, deviance performs various social functions.
1.
It can define the limits of social tolerance.
2.
It can increase the solidarity and integration of a group.
3.
It can serve as a safety valve for social discontent.
4.
It can indicate defects or inadequacies in the existing social organization.
5.
It can set in motion steps that lead to social change.

B.
Social Dysfunctions of Deviance — If norm violations are widespread, long-term and more extreme, deviance can disrupt, establish or lead to the complete breakdown of social systems.

C.
Deviance and Crime – Deviance is variation from a set of norms or shared expectations, while crime is a violation of criminal statutory law, having specific punishment applied by some governmental authority. Many types of deviant acts are crimes but some are not.
VII.
Deviance and Social Control

A.
SOCIAL CONTROL – the means that a society uses to encourage conformity and to discourage deviance.

B.
INTERNAL CONTROLS OF DEVIANCE are those that exist within the particular individual’s moral and social codes of behavior.

C.
EXTERNAL CONTROLS OF DEVIANCE are those that come from outside an individual and can be either informal or formal.

1.
INFORMAL EXTERNAL CONTROLS involve peers, friends, parents or other regular associates. Informal sanctions are a stronger deterrent than formal sanctions.

2.
FORMAL EXTERNAL CONTROLS — the systems created by society specifically to control deviance (courts, police officers and prisons) — are probably the least influential type of controls.

